National Board
of Independent Students’ Association

Warsaw, the 2nd of June, 2021
Ms. Ursula von der Leyen
President of the European Commission
Rue de la Loi 200, 1000 Brussels

in relation to the growth of political repression of Belarusian students, we appeal
for the development of a community system of creating and financing:
•
•
•

places of accommodation and fulfillment of basic needs connected with social-life
conditions,
additional places on European universities,
scholarship programmes, organization of language courses and supporting acclimatization.

According to the data of the Association of Belarusian Students, as of the 4th of May 2021, there were
466 cases of student detention, 121 people were convicted under the Code of Administrative
Procedure, 44 people heard criminal charges. The students were sentenced to imprisonment
from 1.5 to 4.5 years. 526 cases of pressure exerted by militia and KGB officers, 307 cases of pressure
from the university administration, including 153 cases of expulsion from the university were
registered. We strongly condemn these acts of human rights violations and demand the release of
political prisoners.
The numbers presented above are probably only a fraction of the number of people who, over
the course of several months, were subjected to government repressions, charged or punished
for opposition activities. The tools used by the regime in Belarus lead to a widespread violation
of fundamental rights. Young people have limited freedom of speech, and in response to their
solidarity with those arrested, the militia is called in. Such actions led, among others, to tragic events
in Minsk, where a young 17-year-old boy committed suicide under the influence of repressions from
the Belarusian authorities and threats of arrest for participation in protests.
In the face of these acts of lawlessness, the European community, including
the academics, is exposed to the test of solidarity. We ask European decision makers to unite political
parties for the protection of human and civil rights.
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